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t might be wise to view the lives of some of the 

Sahabiyat (female companions) of the Prophet 

Muhammad, salla'llahu *alaihi wa sallam, during the 
era in which Islam was nascent, to determine the breadth 
and depth of women's roles. In my view, the few exam- 
ples which follow are a testimony to the vibrancy of Islam 
and the essential spiritual equality which exists between 
men and women in Islam. One sees that Muslim women 
were able to rise to the occasion when the situation de- 
manded it. These women were the counterparts of their 
men — courageous, strong, thoughtful and ready to give 
all for the cause of truth. 

Women usually carried water, nursed the wounded, 
and buried the dead during times of war; however, it 
was not absolutely unheard of for women to go forth 
into battle as was the case of Umm *Imarah, Kanza and a 
few others. 

Muslim women also encouraged their husbands to 
stand up for truth against the unbelievers and invited 
non-Muslim men who loved them to consider the mes- 
sage of Islam and enter the fold. Thus, we would like to 
present a few stories of the early women of Islam. 
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D (W | happened, they left, assuming that the battle was A ) 
O үз ished. Their commander, ‘Abdullah ibn Jubair, was left : 
Rad bint Ka‘ т Naf Af Ansarigah, rad p lla ha tanka \\ 3 М | with only a few archers. М 
E gh p When the enemy realised what was happening, they i 
24] mm *Imarah was an important Companion and BA 5 set off for the post where the archers were stationed and n 
хэр a great fighter for Allah's cause. She was right- |» 2) killed the remaining few. Then the enemy cavalry at- V 
| S | acting, ardent and devoted. She exerted herself Si p tacked the unguarded ranks of the believers. Some of AFI 
C. for Allah, relying only on Him. 3 74 Quraysh, who had begun to flee, rejoined the battle. SE 
LX Nusaybah bint Ka‘b converted to Islam during the early (59) Py Some Muslims lost heart and began to run away. Many NY 
| days. She was present at the second Pledge of Al-‘Agabah bi faithful Muslims fought on, but the tide had turned E. 
at which she swore allegiance to the Prophet, may Allah 54 against them, and they were pushed back step by step. Ет» 
bless him and grant him peace, along with her first hus- n Once Nusaybah realised that the Muslims were being (Aj 
band, Zaid ibn “Asim who died after the Battle of Badr. Л defeated she joined the Prophet with a sword, a bow and ut. 
She was also present at the Battle of U/iud with her sec- $4 her quiver full of arrows. She began shooting arrows until Wes 
ond husband, Ghaziyah ibn ‘Amr and her sons. i they were all used up. Ibn Qami‘ah, a man from one of (3 
‘Abdullah and Habib. They left early in the morning SO i) the clans from the outskirts of Makkah, was shouting, Im р 
that she could give water to the injured. Nusaybah hac $ “Where is Muhammad? May I not survive if he sur- S. 
brought a sword, a bow and a quiver of arrows, in addi- if vives." Then Ibn Qami'ah recognised the Prophet and д 
tion to her water skin and bandages. Not long after the i struck at him. The blow was averted by Talhah, who was UA 
battle had begun, she reached the place where the Pro- c 4) standing next to the Prophet. Talhah then threw himself GU 
phet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, had |! in the direction of the sword and the Muslims closed in ) 1 
taken up his position on relatively high ground. He was around the Prophet to protect him. Umm ‘Imarah was a We 
with some of his closest companions and the battle was m part of the human barrier which protected the Prophet. (ch 
going in favour of the Muslims. K B Ibn Qami'ah struck her and she struck him, but he was TY 
The Muslims continued to advance until the way into uc (| wearing two coats of armour which protected him from \ 
the enemy camp was open. They were tempted by the Kl her blows. (z 
booty and began to surge into the enemy camp seeking 64 Umm ‘Imarah had the following to say about the Bat- x > 
plunder. The fifty archers chosen to guard the rear of the we tle of Uhud, "The people had left the Prophet exposed (4 
U and only a few, not more than ten, remained and my ca 


husband, my sons and I myself were among them. We 
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defended him and the people were moving around ina 
defeated state. I did not have my shield with me. The 
Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, saw 
a man witha shield, so he said, ‘Give your shield to some- 
one who is fighting.’ So the man gave his shield to me 
and I used it to defend the Prophet.” 

So Nusaybah continued fighting, treating the wounded 
and carrying water for them. Her son was wounded and 
his blood began to flow. However, she was totally ob- 
livious to her son’s condition until the Prophet, may 
Allah bless him and grant him peace, said, “Bandage 
your wounded.” Thereupon, she went to her son and 
wrapped the wound while the Prophet, may Allah bless 
him and grant him peace, stood looking at her. After she 
had bandaged the wound, she said to her son, "Rise and 
fight the people." 

The Prophet said, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, "And who is capable of bearing what you bear, 
Umm ‘Imarah?” 

The Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, 
used to say, "The position of Nusaybah today is better 
than so and so. I saw her on the Day of Uhud fighting 
fiercely and she had wrapped her dress around her waist 
as an obstruction. She had been wounded thirteen times." 
He used to say, "I saw Ibn Qami'ah striking her on her 
shoulders, and her most serious would took one year to 
heal.” 

The people thought well of Nusaybah also. When 
“Umar ibn Al-Khattab came with some very fine cloth, 
some people said, “Surely, this cloth is worth such and 
such. Why don't you send it to Safiyah bint Ubaidah, 
the wife of “Abdullah ibn Umar?” Someone else said, 
“Send it to one who has more right to it than her, Umm 
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Nusaybah Umm *Imarah 


*Imarah, Nusaybah bint Ka‘b, for I heard the Prophet 
say, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, 'On the 
Day of Uliud, whether I looked to the right or the left, I 
saw Nusaybah fighting round about me.” 

She was present at the Pledge of Ridwan, when the 
Muslims swore to stand by the Prophet to the death. That 
was because they were concerned about Uthman's pro- 
longed absence when he went to negotiate with Quraysh 
while the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, and other Companions waited at Hudaybiyah. In- 
deed, rumours circulated that Uthman, may Allah be 
pleased with him, had treacherously been killed by the 
Makkans. 

Nusaybah then later took part in the fighting against 
Musailimah in Yamamalı. She went to Abu Bakr who was 
Khalifah at the time, to seek permission to join the expe- 
dition with Khalid against Musailimah. Abu Bakr said, 
may Allah be pleased with him, "We know your worth 
in war, so go out, in the name of Allah." Abu Bakr com- 
mutted her to Khalid ibn Al-Walid's charge and she 
fought bravely at Yamamah. She was wounded in eleven 
different places and had her hand chopped off. Her son, 
Habib, was killed. 

After Musailimah had been defeated and killed and 
the war was over, Nusaybah returned to her house. 
Khalid ibn al-Walid came there to treat her hand with 
hot oil, to seal the wound and stop the bleeding. The hot 
oil was even more painful than having the hand cut off. 

There is a story that ‘Ikrimah narrated, that Nusaybah 
went to the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, and said, "I see that everything goes to men, and 
I do not see anything mentioned for women.” Then the 
verse was revealed: 
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Sahabiyat 


“For Muslim men and Muslim women, for believing 
men and believing women, for devout men and de- 
vout women, for truthful men and truthful women, 
for patient men and patient women, for men and 
women who humble themselves, for men and 
women who give sadaqah, for fasting men and fast- 
ing women, for men who guard their private parts 
and women who guard, and for men who remem- 
ber Allah much and women who remember, Allah 
has prepared for them forgiveness and a great re- 
ward." 


(Surah Ahzab 33: 35) 
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umayyah was a great woman who possessed strong 
faith in Allah. She accepted Islam in Makkah, and 
was the seventh of the first seven to enter Islam. 

Yasir was a confederate of Abu Hudhaifah of the Bani 
Makhzum. He married Sumayyah, who was one of the 
slaves of Abu Hudhaifah. 

Sumayyah, Yasir and *Ammar, their son, were poor. 
They had no tribe or family to support them or come to 
their aid. ‘Ammar heard the Prophet's message, listened 
to the Qur'an and he and his parents believed in the rev- 
elation sent to the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant 
him peace. To take such a stand in the early days of Islam 
when few believed or were willing to follow the Pro- 
phet shows that they had very strong Iman. 

She was persecuted terribly by the polytheists of 
Makkah although she was an old woman at the time. 
Despite torture visited on her by Quraysh she did not 
renounce Islam. Quraysh used to torture ‘Ammar, Yasir, 
and Sumayyah herself on an open plain called Катап’. 

The Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, 
passed them one day and told them to be patient as they 
were promised Paradise. ‘Ammar said, "O Prophet, 

we've experienced the extremity of torture." The Pro- 
phet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, said, 
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"Patience, O Abu'l-Yaqdhan; Allah will not punish any 
member of the family of Yasir by fire." 

Then one day Abu Jahl pierced Sumayyah through the 
heart and she died. All of this took place before the mi- 
gration to Madinah. Quraysh tortured Sumayyah and 
Yasir until they martyred them, but the two of them re- 
fused to give up their faith in Allah. 

When Abu Jahl was killed during the Battle of Badr, 
the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, 
said to ‘Ammar, "Allah has killed your mother’s mur- 
derer.” 

Sumayyah was the first to be killed for the sake of Allah 
in Islam; however not all Muslims were able to with- 
stand the torture which Quraysh inflicted. Some found 
themselves saying anything at all to gain their release 
from torture. Allah acknowledges with mercy, those who 
say things against Islam even going back on their 
shahadah though belief is still in their hearts, in this ayal: 


"Anyone who, after accepting faith in Allah, utters 
unbelief, except under compulsion his heart remain- 
ing firm in belief, but such as open their breast to 
unbelief, on them is wrath from Allah, and theirs 
will be a dreadful punishment." 

(Surah An-Nahl 16: 106) 
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Umm Salamah 


Hird bint ALi Йй, mayyah ibn Ab Mughivah rady Alla anka 


ind was an eminent Muhajirah, who possessed 

intelligence, integrity, maturity and beauty. She 

emigrated to Abyssinia and Madinah for the 
sake of Allah. Her camel-borne sedan was the first to 
enter Madinah from Makkah. 

She was married to Abu Salamah ‘Abdullah ibn* Abdu'l- 
Asad, who was Abu Talib's nephew. Abu Salamah sought 
Abu Talib's protection from Quraysh when he accepted 
Islam. When this happened, Abu Salamah's tribe, the 
Bani Makhzum, went to Abu Talib and said, "You are 
protecting your nephew, Muhammad, from us but why 
are you protecting our tribesman?" Abu Talib replied, 
"He asked for my protection, and he is my sister's son." 
At this Abu Lahab stood up and said, "O Quraysh, you 
have continually attacked this Shaykh for giving his pro- 
tection among his own people. By Allah, you must stop 
this or we will stand with him until he gains his object." 
The people stopped protesting because they did not want 
to annoy Abu Lahab who was their chief supporter 
against the Prophet. 

Abu Salamah, may Allah be pleased with him, went to 
Madinah a year before the Pledge at Al-‘Aqabah, after 
having emigrated to Abyssinia previously. He migrated 
to Madinah because Quraysh were treating him badly 
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and also because he had heard that some of the people 
of Madinah had accepted Islam. 

Umm Salamah, may Allah be pleased with her, said 
that when Abu Salamah decided to set out for Madinah, 
he saddled his camel for her, mounted her on it with her 
son, Salamah, then set out leading the camel. When the 
men of Bani Al-Mughirah of Bani Makhzum saw him, 
they got up and said, "So far as you are concerned, you 
can do what you like, but what about your wife? Do you 
suppose that we shall let you take her away?” So they 
snatched the camel’s reins from his hand and took Hind 
from him. Abu Salamah's family, the Bani *Abdu'l-Asad, 
were angry at this and said, "We will not leave our son 
with her seeing you have torn her from our tribesman." 
So they dragged her little boy, Salamah, so forcefully that 
they dislocated his arm, and took him away, while the 
Bani Al-Mughirah kept Umm Salamah with them, and 
Abu Salamah went to Madinah. 

Thus, Umm Salamah, may Allah be pleased with her, 
was separated from both her husband and her son. She 
used to go out every morning and sit in the valley weep- 
ing continuously. When a year had passed, one of her 
cousins belonging to the Bani Al-Mughirah passed, saw 
her plight and took pity on her. He said to his tribesmen, 
"Why don't you let this woman go? You have separated 
husband, wife and child." So they said to her, "You may 
rejoin your husband if you like.” She saddled her camel, 
took her son in her arms and set out making for Madi- 
nah, not a soul with her. She thought that she could get 
food from anyone whom she met on the road until she 
reached her husband. 

When she was in Tan'im (about six miles from Makkah), 

she met Uthman ibn Talha ibn Abi Talha, brother of Bani 
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*Abdu'd-Dar, who asked her where she was going and 
if she were all alone. She told him that except for Allah 
and her little boy she was entirely alone. He said that 
she ought not to be left alone and helpless like that. Then 
he took hold of her camel's halter and went along with 
her. 

Umm Salamah later said, "Never have I met an Arab 
more noble than him." When they halted, he would make 
the camel kneel for her and then go away from her. When 
they reached a stopping place, he would lead her camel 
away, unload it, and tie it to a tree. Then he would go a 
distance from her and lie under a tree. When evening 
came, he would bring the camel, tell her to mount, and 
when she was firmly established in the saddle, he would 
take the halter and lead it until he brought her to a halt. 
He did this all the way to Madinah. When he saw the 
village of Bani 'Amr ibn *Auf in Quba, he said, "Your 
husband is in this village, so enter it with the blessing of 
Allah." Then he went off on his way back to Makkah. 
Umm Salamah used to say, "By Allah, I do not know a 
family in Islam which suffered what the family of 
Salamah did, nor have I seen a nobler man than Uthman 
ibn Talha." 


Once Umm Salamah said to Abu Salamah, may Allah 
be pleased with them, "I have been told that if a wom- 
an's husband dies and he is one of the inhabitants of 
Paradise and she does not marry after him, Allah will 
join them in Paradise. And likewise, if a woman dies first 
and the husband is left." Umm Salamah said, "I'll not 
marry after you." Abu Salamah said, "Marry after me if 
I die first." He prayed, "O Allah, grant Umm Salamah a 
better man than me and do not let her be harmed.” 
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In another version, the narrator said that when Umm 
Salamah was nursing Abu Salamah after the Battle of 
Badr, he said to her: I heard the Messenger of Allah, may 
Allah bless him and grant him peace, say, "Whenever a 
calamity afflicts anyone, he should say: ‘Truly, we be- 
long to Allah and to to Him we are returning.' And he 
would pray, 'O Lord, grant me something good from it 
which only You, Exalted and Mighty, can give.’” 


Abu Salamah fought in the Battle of Badr,in which the 
Muslims were victorious and in the Battle of Uhud, in 
which he was severely wounded, eventually dying from 
those wounds. The Prophet, may Allah bless him and 
grant him peace, visited Abu Salamah during, his final 
illness and was with him when he died. He prayed for 
Abu Salamah, "O Lord, forgive Abu Salamah. Raise him 
up among those who are near You. Let someone among 
those who survive him fill his place. Forgive us and him, 
O Lord of the Worlds. Widen his grave and enlighten it 
for him." 

When Umm Salamah had completed the waiting pe- 
riod for widows of four months and ten days, Abu Bakr 
proposed to her. She refused his proposal. Then ‘Umar 

proposed and she turned him down too. When the Pro- 
phet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, proposed 
to her, she said, "O Messenger of Allah, I have three char- 
acteristics. I am a woman who is extremely jealous, and 
I am afraid that you will see in me something that will 
anger you and cause Allah to punish me. I am a woman 
who is already advanced in age, and Iam a woman who 
has young children." The Prophet, may Allah bless him 
and grant him peace, replied, "As for the jealousy, I pray 
Allah to let it EC away from you. As for the question of 
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Umm Salamah 


age, Гат afflicted with the same problem as you. As for 
your children, your family is my family." 

Soshe married the Prophet who gave her a bed stuffed 
with palm-leaves, a bowl, a dish and a handmill. When 
the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, 
came to spend the wedding night with her, he said, "Do 
not feel that you are unimportant among your people, 
for if you wish, I will spend seven days (with you) and 
seven days with the rest of my wives, or if you wish, I 
will spend three days with you and divide the time 
equally after that." She said, "Make it three." 

The Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, 
married Umm Salamah during the sixth year of the 
Hijrah. A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, was quite 
upset when she heard people talking about how beauti- 
ful Umm Salamah was. However, when *A'ishah saw 
her, she said, "By Allah, she is not as beautiful as they 
said." 

The Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant 
him peace, used to visit his wives, one by one, after he 
prayed *Asr. He always started with Umm Salamah, be- 
cause she was the eldest, and ended with *A'ishah, the 
youngest. 


Umm Salamah was a wise woman and a good advisor. 
She counselled the Prophet on the Day of Hudaybiyah, 
when he made a treaty with the people of Makkah. The 
Muslims had set out to perform an ‘Umrah, bringing ani- 
mals to sacrifice in Makkah. After the agreement had 
been made and he, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, had agreed not to perform the ‘Umrah that year, 
he told the Companions to sacrifice their animals and 
cut or shave their паш But not one man got Ep. even 
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after he had told them to do so three times. They had pe. pe Mp 
been very shocked at how generous the Prophet had been (5 Я " ‚ "A fA 71 Gey 
to the Makkans in making the agreement. The Messen- o tq Safiyyah but Ady ulta /, Qu 
ger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, 5-4, 4, ЗҮ 
went to Umm Salamah and told her what had happened. GF n do Alka “arka 0 
She said to him, "If you want them to do that, you must ÈS "b agre "x 
leave them and not say a word to any of them until you Wt H | 2t 
have slaughtered your animals and called your barber (dd p, afiyyah, may Allah be pleased with her, was the l 
to shave your head.” 5-5. n auntof the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant / 
The Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, ot P) him peace. She and Hamza were children of Hala, 
followed her suggestion. He left the group of Compan- (Ф FÎ wife of 'Abdu'l-Muttalib. Hala had been *Abdu'l- 
ions without speaking to anyone, slaughtered his ani- б, UR a Muttalib's last wife and the wedding had taken placeon у 
mals and called his barber to shave his hair. When the (Si) £ the same day as the wedding of the Prophet's parents. { 
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, saw this, 54 iS Safiyyah was a great lady, who accepted Islam early < 
they all arose and slaughtered their animals and began C i» and took the oath of allegiance to the Prophet, may Allah 
shaving each other so eagerly that they were in danger Yt $ bless him and grant him peace, and then migrated to 
of killing each other, out of anxiety. д> = Madinah. Before Islam, she had been married to Harith 
Umm Salamah took part in the Conquest of Khaibar (29 KO ibn Harb ibn Umayyah. Then she married Al--Awwam А 
and said, "I wish that Allah had made jiliad obligatory El 1# ibn Khuwaylid ibn Asad, who was the brother of з 
for us as he did for men, and that we would receive the dc H Khadijah, the Prophet s wife. She had Az-Zubayr, As- 
same reward.” Then the following ayah was revealed: € |j Saib and ‘Abdu‘l-Ka‘bah by Al-“Awwam. 
T 8 nt She was present at the Battle of Uhud when the Mus- 
"Do not seek that with which Allah has favoured s qe lims suffered defeat. At one stage in the battle, she stood 
some of you over others." (o M? up with a lance in her hand and said, "Are you trying to 
F3 |7 defeat the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him 
Umm Salamah narrated hadith directly from the Pro- و‎ 2 peace?" She waved the lance in the enemies’ faces. When 
phet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, and from (e By the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, 
Abu Salamah, and Fatimah Az-Zahra’, may Allah be [a Н A saw her, he told her son Az-Zubayr to take her back be- 
pleased with them all. She died in the year 59 AHor61 U^ SET want ner to see her brother, Hamza, 
AH when she was eighty-four years old. Abu Hurayrah 24 Ф) who had s c penne E Reus cr RE e 
prayed the funeral prayer over her and she was buried PA ү Аа that the торле poż : ta Sh 
in Al-Baqi-. eX W and grant him peace, had ordered her to go back. She 
7, 6) = 
ZE ў ү я ЕР чүс чүзү „сщ р ЭНДЕ ИНЕ Y 
ZR act ce a f a2 еу 2-0, SAR 202672 NOE fiu NCC ES ase AO ole ^ c x 
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rs Sahabiyat j 
L$) Safiyyah bint ‘Abdu I-Muttalib A 
: с, asked, "Why? I have heard that my brother has been ; | | 1 ) 
x | mutilated and that has happened for Allah's sake. He, Umar ibn Al-Khattab allocated 6,000 dirhams, as a OS 
DSi the Most High, has fully reconciled us to what has hap- yearly stipend, for her during his khilafah. She narrated 9 
Cat 8 y P | di l 5 oO» 
EŃ pened. I will remain calm and patient if Allah wills.” iaith from the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant (0 
Su When Az-Zubayr returned to the Prophet and reported him peace, and others narrated from her. She was a great SE 
RB NONE bles him and erant him peace poetess and recited poetry on the deaths of her father Ned 
2" Ш y 5 P | and her brother, Hamza. EE 
3 told him to leave her alone. So she came and looked on ИШЕ ceiling the khilafah of U - | 
4 Hamza and prayed over him and said, "Truly, we be- BREL umero “Umar wa RN 
: у, 26 AH when she was 73 years old. Umar buried her in (aj 
WY) 


long to Allah and we are returning to Him.” She asked Al-Baqi', the cemetery of Madinah. However some oth- > 
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TU 


«| 

E Allah's forgiveness for him. Then the Prophet, may Allah A e | © 
ZĘ А А / | that she died in the khilafah of Uthman. Né 

© bless him and grant him peace, ordered the Muslims to Er xe у Ses 

Z bury Hamza. € 
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She took part in the Battle of the Khandaq (the Trench). 
When the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, went to the battle, he put his wives and women- 
folk in a fortress which belonged to Hassan ibn Thabit. 
A Jewish man walked around the fortress when the 
women were inside. The Jews had broken their treaty 
with the Prophet and were acting with the enemies of 
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Islam. So, Safiyyah said, “О Hassan, this Jew is going 
around the fortress and the Prophet, may Allah bless him N 
and grant him peace, and his companions are busy, so (4 
go down and kill him.” Hassan said, "May Allah for- dos 
give you, you know that I cannot be involved in this." (S) 
So when Safiyyah heard what Hassan had to say, she (р 
got up and took a pole. She went down and out of the gU 
fortress to the Jew, hit him with the pole and killed him. a 7 
On her return to the fortress, she said to Hassan, “Со y 
down and strip him of his weapons and clothes. I would 00 (а? 
strip him, but he isa man.” Hassan said, "I have no need Mee ds 
to strip him, O daughter of *Abdu'I-Muttalib." She also ENIE hh. ne Hattan Wien tj 
participated in the Battle of Khaybar. / рате о the 19205 Ci 
= oy = 7 کے‎ GEM In £e y C 
ESS ER EN ER ANS ZU ЕЕ. żę 
"Spe 7992-0 59-0420 6-0 E NES Ores ^ s 


20 








= 


à 


\ 





ELS Әәә 


Эъ д S 
JESAN DŁ 


Карай Lut A, uhammad 


mady A Wahu anka 


uqayyah was born almost twenty years be- 

fore the Hijrah. She was married to ‘Utbah ibn 

bu Lahab before her father first received rev- 

elation. Abu Lahab, the enemy of Allah, told his son to 
divorce her. 

Ruqayyah, may Allah be pleased with her, accepted 
Islam with her mother, Khadijah, and took the oath of 
allegiance to the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant 
him peace. Then she married ‘Uthman ibn *Affan in 
Makkah and emigrated to Abyssinia and then to Madi- 
nah with him. She had become sick with measles during 
the period of the Battle of Badr and the Prophet, may 
Allah bless him and grant him peace, went to Badr and 
left Uthman behind to tend Ruqayyah. She died while 
the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, 
was at Badr, during the month of Ramadan, only seven- 
teen months after the emigration of the Prophet to Madi- 
nah. 

W hen she died the women cried over her. ‘Umar came 
along and started beating them. The Prophet, may Allah 
bless him and grant him peace, grabbed his hand and 

said, "Let them cry, ‘Umar. They cry and the devil 
screeches, for what comes from the eyes and the heart is 
from Allah and His mercy. That which comes from the 
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Rugayyah bint Muhammad 


hands and the tongue is from Shaytan.” (Meaning that 
women should not beat their chests and wail in mourn- 
ing). 

Her sister, Fatimah, may Allah be pleased with her, sat 
on the edge of the grave next to the Prophet and started 
to cry. The Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, wiped her tears away with the edge of his robe. 
Anas ibn Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, nar- 
rated, “We witnessed the burial of the daughter of 
Muhammad, and the Prophet, may Allah bless him and 
grant him peace, sat by the grave and we saw tears fill 
his eyes." 
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Mosque af the Prophet, Medina 
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uring the early years of Islam, women encour- 
aged their husbands to go forward for the cause 


of Islam. These women, like their men, were cou- 
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I swear by Allah that I will never forget you 
As long as the sun rises 
And as long as the ring-necked dove coos. ie 
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[cannot imagine one such as me divorcing one like her $ 
Nor one like her being divorced without any reason | 
She is chaste, religious and noble 
She has a balanced personality and a logical mind. 
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g Y After hearing this, Abu Bakr advised his son to take 

rageous, strong and thoroughly ready to give all for the > 3 her back. ‘Abdurrahman obeyed his father and they were 7 
sake of truth. The Saliabiyat had personalities which can- Lg reunited. ‘Atikah remained with him until he was killed G 
not be scoffed at. Here is a story of one such of the early Ы) X byanarrow while out with the Prophet, may Allah bless Ке 
women of Islam. 99 himand grant him peace, on the Day of Ta'if. "e 

<Atikah bint ‘Amr ibn Nafil was опе of the most beau- "n “Atikah later married ‘Umar during his khilafah. Their (O 
tiful women of Quraysh. She married ‘Abdurrahman ibn iy union ended with his death at the hands of an assassin. 5 
Abi Bakr, who was extremely fearful of Allah, handsome oA Some time passed, then Az-Zubayr ibn Al--Awwam pro- i 
and considerate of his parents. ‘Abdurrahman was very 29 posed to her and subsequently married her. e 
much in love with “Atikah. One day his father passed by LS 
and visited him in his home. When he saw how taken oh It was *Atikah's custom to leave the house so that she 
his son was with “Atikah, he advised him to divorce her, it could pray in the mosque. Az-Zubayr was possessive. It 
as she had run away with his reason and overcome his PG upset him to see her leaving the house to pray in the 
senses. -Abdurrahman told his father that he was not iJ mosque. He appealed to her to stop, but she saw no rea- 


able to do it. His father said, "I adjure you to do so." 
Since ‘Abdurrahman was not humanly able to oppose 
his father he divorced his wife. However, after the di- 
vorce, he became extremely unhappy and even stopped 


son to give up praying in the mosque in which she had 
prayed behind the Prophet, may Allah bless him and 
grant him peace, Abu Bakr and ‘Umar. | 

Az-Zubayr knew that he should not forbid her from @ 
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eating and drinking. When Abu Bakr went to him one ij ww cr pe BUR Cucsguenbecause he гем ine 
© d oe. , ajj mun Lu hadith in which the Prophet, may Allah bless him and d 
i ay, but his son did not even notice him, he realised that s hi ар ТЕЎ | 
his son was totally devastated by the divorce. ‘Abdur- EE e -onotorodA an stema e / 
„e m 3 | | slaves (attending) His mosque." So one night when she 
rahman was lying in the sun reciting the following verses: m N went out to the mosque, Az-Zubayr hid himself in a place 
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hit at her. After that incident, she decided not to go out 
to the mosque anymore. He would say to her, "Aren't 
you going out, “Atikah?” She would reply, “I used to go 
Out (to pray) when people were people and they didn't 
want to harm anyone, but now, I'll not go." 


Then Az-Zubayr was martyred and she subsequently 
married Muhammad ibn Abu Bakr, who was killed in 
Egypt. At this point, she declared that she would never 
marry anyone else after him, for fear that he too would 
be martyred. She once said, "If I were to marry all the 
inhabitants of the earth, they would all be killed." She 


was given the affectionate name, Zawjah Ash-Shuhada', 
the wife of the martyrs. 


the Muslim quarter, 
Jerusalem 
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>) he story of Asma’ bint Abi Bakr is a story of brav- 
sę ery, faith and human endeavour. She was one of 


v) the great female companions of the Prophet, may 
EN Allah bless him and grant him peace. Asma’ was born 
i» twenty-seven years before the Hijrah. Her father, Abu 
e Bakr As-Siddiq, may Allah be pleased with him, was 
Ф one of a kind. He was one of the vanguard of Islam, first 
U) Khalifah of the Muslims and one of the best of creation 
>, 0 А 

р) after the prophets. He was the closest companion of the 
AL JL 
T 


* Prophet. Qutailah bint ‘Abdul-Uzza, a Qurayshi lady 
TES 


from the tribe of Bani ‘Amir ibn Luwiyah, was Asma's 
M mother. 


FR Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with him, was the first 

Vo) adult man to accept Islam. Needless to say, Asma' was 
Ki raised in a Muslim environment. As Abu Bakr's eldest 
T^ daughter, she grew to be knowledgeable, patient and 
rg steadfast in the path of Allah. She met pure, upright 
p^ Muslims, intent upon upholding true values and high 
5% morals, all around her in her father's house. Certainly, it 
10 


) is hardly surprising that Asma' became one of the fore- 
Ё most figures in Islam. She accepted Islam in Makkah 
© without hesitation. According to historians, only seven- 
HÎ ^ teen people preceded her in embracing Islam. 


Asma’ was ten years older than her sister, “A'ishah 
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Asma’ bint Abu Bakr b 








Sahabtyn 


Asma' was known to be witty, intelligent, diplomatic, 
noble and a distinctive personality. Nothing much is 
known about her physical appearance other than that 
she was tall and attractive. She married Az-Zubayr ibn 
A]l- Aw wam, may Allah be pleased with him, one of the 
ten Companions promised the Garden. 

Asma’ was known as She of The Two Belts’ due to the 





nah. Her son, ‘Abdullah ibn Az-Zubayr, was the first 7 


child born to the Muslims after their emigration to Madi- 
nah. The Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, 
rejoiced because the Jews of Madinah claimed to have 
bewitched the Muslims so that they could not have any 
children. Allah showed the falsity of their claims with 
the birth of ‘Abdullah. 


part she played in the emigration of the Prophet to Madi- 
nah. When the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant 
him peace, and Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with | 
him, hid in a cave in Mount Thaur while the kuffar were 
looking for them, Asma' brought food to them. Not hav- (9 





















Asma' lived а long full life of almost a hundred years. 
She narrated fifty-eight hadith from the Prophet, may 
Allah bless him and grant him peace. She lived to see 
her son assume the khilafah during a particularly turbu- 
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ing a strap to tie up the bundle with, she tore her belt, ог г zj ) lent period in the history of the Muslims. She lived to S 
girdle, in two and used a half to carry the food. © | oi Ê) see her son ‘Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with him, oma 
At that time, Abu Bakr took his entire wealth with him (CQ seek and die a hero's death at the hands of Hajjaj ibn 9 
which was approximately 5,000 or 6,000 dirhams. After A b M 9р 
Abu Bakr's flight, his father came to inquire after the са ( 
family and their financial situation. He was anxious for 4 07 
them. He was blind. Asma’ took some stones, covered 1 | RA 
them with cloth and placed his hands on the bundle .у- A: A 
ing, “Feel how much he has left to take care of us vut, Xs 
Ü 





Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with him, had nc ft cf 
anything with them. She only wanted to reassure -r 
grandfather about their situation. S 
© 
Az-Zubayr was somewhat stern and severe with (ch 
Asma’, yet she bore it patiently. Once she complained to 
her father, and he advised her to continue to be patient, (4 
Saying, “O my daughter, be patient, for if a woman is ) A 
married to a good man who dies and she does not marry Y 
d 


anyone after him, they will be joined in Paradise." 


Asma' was pregnant when they emigrated to Madi- 
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aynab was the second child born to the Prophet, 

may Allah bless him and grant him peace, and 

Khadijah, may Allah be pleased with her. She 
came to marry Abu'l-"As ibn Ar-Rabi* who was the son 
of Hala bint Khuwaylid, Khadijah's sister. Before the rev- 
elation, Khadijah had asked the Prophet to find a wife 
for Abu’l-‘As, who was one of the well-respected, 
wealthy traders of Makkah. So, the Prophet, may Allah 
bless him and grant him peace, married him to his daugh- 
ter, Zaynab. 

When prophethood descended upon Muhammad, ma 
Allah bless him and grant him peace, Khadijah and he: 
daughters believed in him and in his message; howeve 
Abu'l--As did not convert. The Quraysh went to him аг. 
told him to divorce Zaynab, promising him any othe 
woman he desired. He refused, saying that he did not 
want any other woman of Quraysh. The Prophet, may 
Allah bless him and grant him peace, always used to 
speak warmly of him due to the stand he took against 
the Quraysh. 

Nevertheless, Islam had made a split between Zaynab 
and her husband; but little shariah had as yet been re- 
vealed, so Abu'l--As and Zaynab continued together as 
Muslim and kafir, wife and husband until after the Hijrah. 
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Abu'l-As joined the expedition to Badr on the side of 
Quraysh and was captured by the Muslims, so he re- 
mained in Madinah. *A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with 
her, said, "When the Makkans sent the ransom for their 
prisoners, Zaynab (who was still in Makkah) sent the 
money for Abu'l-As and, along with it, a necklace which 
her mother, Khadijah, had given her on her wedding. 
When the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, saw this, his feelings overcame him and he said, 
‘If you would like her to have her captive husband back 
and return her money to her, do so.' The people at once 
agreed and they let him go and sent the money back." 

However, the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant 
him peace, imposed a condition on Abu'l-^ As, that upon 
his return he should send Zaynab to Madinah. Abu'l- 
‘As promised to honour his condition. Allah had made 
it clear that a Muslim woman could not be the wife of a 
non-Muslim man. 

After Abu'l-As returned to Makkah, he informed 
Zaynab of his promise to her father and they agreed that 
their little daughter, Umamah, should go with her. At 
the time, Zaynab was expecting another child. When all 
the preparations had been made for the journey, Abu'l- 
"As's brother, Kinanah was sent as an escort. Their plans 
had been kept secret, but they set off in broad daylight, 
which upset Quraysh and they decided to bring Zaynab 

back to Makkah. Habar ibn Al-Aswad ibn *Abdu'l- 
Muttalib struck at her with his spear as she sat in the 
camel sedan. Kinanah dismounted to protect her. Then 
Abu Sufyan and some others asked Kinanah to discuss 
the matter calmly with them. Abu Sufyan argued that it 
was a mistake to bring Zaynab out of Makkah publicly. 
e said Eatpeopte w would take itas a IE of weakness 
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if they allowed Zaynab to leave in broad daylight. He 


said that they didn't want to keep her from her father, 
nor did they want revenge. They asked Kinanah to take 
her back into Makkah and, when people stopped talk- 
ing about the matter, she could steal out secretly to join 
her father. Kinanah accepted this proposal and they all 
returned to Makkah. Shortly afterwards, Zaynab mis- 
carried due to the fright caused her by Habar. 

When enough time had elapsed and she had recov- 
ered sufficiently, Kinanah took her and little Umamah 
under the cover of night and escorted them as far as a 
valley on the outskirts of Makkah. They were met by 
Zaid ibn Harithah who escorted them to Madinah and 
to the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace. 

Almost five months after the Battle of Trench, a rich 
caravan of Quraysh was returning on its wav from Syria, 


and Zaid was sent to waylay it with a hun гей and sev- 
enty men. Zaid and his men captured theo: |» re caravan 
and most of the men were taken captive. . AS was 
among them; however, he managed to ^ c. Never- 


theless, as he passed Madinah, he was fi. 3u with the 
desire to see his former wife and little daughter. So he 
entered the city under the cover of night and somehow 
or other found the house of his former wife. [t was near 
the time of Fajr and when Bilal made the call to prayer, 
Zaynab went into the mosque, leaving Abu’l-‘As with 
Umamah. After the Prophet, may Allah bless him and 
grant him peace, said, "Allahu Akbar”, and the men re- 
peated it after him, there was a moment of silence and 
in this brief moment, Zaynab cried out, “О people, I give 
protection to Abu'l-"As.” Then she too said, “Allahu Ak- 
bar”, and entered into the prayer. 

When the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him 
Su 
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Zaynab bint Muhammad 


peace, had pronounced the final “As-salamu ‘alaikum”, 
he rose and turned to face the Muslims saying, “Did you 
hear what I heard?” There was a general assent. Не, may 
Allah bless him and grant him peace, said, “By Him in 
whose hand is my soul, I knew nothing of this until I 
heard what I heard. The least Muslim can grant protec- 
tion which shall be binding on all other Muslims.” Then 
he went to his daughter and said, “Receive him with 
honour, but let him not come to you as a husband, for 
you are not his, by law.” 

She told her father that Abu'l--As was worried about 
the loss of tne merchandise which he himself had ac- 
quired by barter on behalf of Quraysh who had entrusted 
their goods to him, for he was considered one of the most 
trustworthy men in Makkah. So the Prophet, may Allah 
bless him and grant him peace, sent word to those who 
had taken part in the expedition and had taken the prop- 
erty of Abu l-'As that, "This man is related to us as you 
know, and you have taken this property of his. If you 
should be so good as to return it to him, that would please 
me, but if you will not, itis booty which Allah has given 
you, so that you have the better right to it." 

They said that they would give it back to him and eve- 
rything was returned, without exception. They noticed 
that there were signs that he had thoughts of entering 
Islam, so one of the men said to him, "Why don't you 
embrace Islam and take these goods for yourself, for they 
are not the property of idolators?" However, Abu’l-‘As 
answered, "It would be a bad beginning to my Islam, if 
I betrayed my trust." 

He took the goods to Makkah and gave them to their 
owners. Then he returned to Madinah and entered Islam, 





p 


н ^ 
f = > — Та. А maa 
aM Gl”) ү LM a - 
O 5044-10, AL) لے‎ ' 
۷ p t~ уч ( = s 


~ MOVES) 


B `“ 


ا ر 
ا 
+ 


i z, 


го. r 
(a ym \ 


= 
= 


A> 


cene 


> 


RARE 


aa 


e 


= 


r4 


> X 


= 


= rs u 
کے‎ 


oy: 


= 


Т 


2۸ 


= MTS vo 
24d 


[Es 


3 


der T 


JL ch 


2 


ys 


uS 


pe= 


" XM 


Mew 


Єт 


* 























(So mA PSION Аке HR SOI ORO age c 04 
رر‎ Sahabiyat r 2 ! ^ Y M) 
LAM T TR 
him and grant him peace. So Zaynab was reunited with ^d b И 
` Na i \ ró 4 6> 
her husband and there was great rejoicing in the family (@ | ° 5 5 hau OMA 
of the Prophet and throughout the city. This occurred И эр KM d W M. Á (9 
during the seventh year of the Hijrah. (eh j | ii 
Zaynab died the next year, in the eighth year of the a n = df Mah "onka M 
Hijrah. The Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him (4 x (A 
peace, was with her at the end and spoke wordsofcom- (0 r КАЧ 
fort to her. When the body had been prepared for burial, (n | he was a great fighter for Allah's cause. An intelli- (К) 
the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, CY 2 gent perceptive woman, she embraced Islam x 
led the funeral prayer and prayed by her grave. He Ni J with the first Madinans to do so and took the oath rad 
grieved deeply for her. б ^| оғаПеріапсе to the Prophet. Her husband, Malik ibn An- | di 
0 D$ Nadir (the father of Anas ibn Malik) became very angry a 
(d E) about her conversion and said to her, "You have become Q 0 
RZ By a Magian!” She said, "I am not a Magian but I believe in | Qui 
Cd ж this man (meaning the Prophet, may Allah bless him and oe 
( 5 a) grant him peace).” o 1 | 
bo — €) After Malik was killed in Syria, Abu Talha proposed to 0 T 
(W Б her, although he was still not a Muslim. She refused and = 
(3 — 0) saidtohim,"O Abu Talha, don’t you know that the lord (у 
> iN that you are worshipping is only stone and cannot harm 4© 
(4 © or help you? Or it is merely wood brought to you by a VY 
IA b \ carpenter who has carved it for you. It cannot harm you | у e 
\ > ў Î or help you. Aren't you ashamed of worshipping this?" nc 
A / She went on to say, "If you accept Islam, I do not want a 9 
Ee "zx p dower from you other than your acceptance of Islam." (A 
z Fu ry Shortly afterwards, Islam descended into the heart of T 
Z 1 | p Abu Talha and he said the Shahadah (he bore witness that e 
М c | || here is no god but Allah and that Muhammad is the I 
@ e 9 slave and messenger of Allah). QS 
\ na zę e Abu Talha became one of the foremost fighters in the d g 
jl NY 4) b), causeof Allah. Anas (Umm Sulaim's son from her first "ems 
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marriage), may Allah be pleased with him, reported, "On 
the day of the Battle of Uhud, the people ran away leav- 
ing the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, but Abu Talha was defending the Prophet with 
his shield held in front of him. Abu Talha was a strong 
experienced archer who used to keep his bow strung and 
well stretched. On that day he broke two or three bows. 
If any man passed by carrying a quiver full of arrows, 
the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, 
would say to him, ‘Empty it in front of Abu Talha.' When 
the Prophet started looking at the enemy by raising his 
head, Abu Talha said, 'O Messenger of Allahi Ler my 
parents be sacrificed for your sake! Please don't raise 
your head and make it visible, in case an arrow of the 
enemy hits you. Let ^v neck and chest be wounded in- 
stead of yours. “ 


Umm Sulaim * . — present at the Battle of Uhud. 
She brought i . thirsty and bandaged the 
wounded. Ana | . ^at on the Day of Uhud, "I saw 
<A'ishah, the dauz: of Abu Bakr, and Umm Sulaim 
both lifting thei? Gresses up so that I was able to see the 


ornaments of their legs. They were carrying waterskins 
On their arms to pour water into the mouths of thirsty 
people. Then they would go back and refill them and 
return to pour water into the mouths of the thirsty again." 


Umm Sulaim gave her son, Anas ibn Malik to the Pro- 


phet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, so that 3 
Anas could serve him. Anas continued to serve the Pro- К К 
phet for ten years and is known as the Servant of the Л 
Prophet. zj 
Now, the Muslims experienced days of extreme pov- Ny 
= and oka in Madinah. Po triumphed over these ( T 
o) LR у ZN: CRS 52-90 | (GR VS ak 2574 ce ZA Ps AN CRDI 


E „dl 


А іла bandage out of hunger." Abu Talha felt that things 
ы 
4 


b Stomach outof hunger and his companions are with him. 
LX They have not found enough to satisfy their hunger." 


сач 
^N] 


TO then she said, "We will send Anas to the Prophet to in- 
^ vite him and to inform him of what we have and he can 
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Umm Sulaim bint Milhan 


hard times through patience and the help they gave each 
other. The Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, was like a merciful father. He went hungry with 
his companions and he would not eat or drink alone. 
One day, Anas ibn Malik, went to the Prophet and 
found him sitting with his companions with his stom- 
ach bandaged. So Anas asked them, "Why has the Mes- 
senger of Allah bandaged his stomach?" They said, 
"From hunger." So Anas went to Abu Talha and said, "I 
saw the Messenger of Allah with his stomach wrapped 


had become serious and told Anas to accompany him to 
the house so that they could see what was available for 
the Prophet and his companions. 

They went home and Abu Talha asked Umm Sulaim, 
"What do you have to eat so that we can invite the Pro- 
phet and his companions. She looked to see what they 
had and said, “I have a few loaves of flat bread and some 
dates. If the Prophet himself, may Allah bless him and 
grant him peace, comes alone they will fill him. How- 
ever, if the others come with, that will not be enough for 
them." 

Sorrow appearedon the face of Abu Talha, and he said, 
"Some loaves of flat bread and dates. What are we go- 

ing to do? The Messenger of Allah has bandaged his 


Umm Sulaim was quiet for a moment as she thought, 


Fh decide what is the best thing to do.” 
v Abu Talha agreed with her. So Anas went and after a 
iy) time he returned with the Prophet and the people. Abu 
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Sahabiyat а. I x er Umm Sulaim bint Milhan 
x i 
S Q Talha was embarrassed. He turned to Umm Sulaim and 7 and said, "You did not inform me until I had made love 
RZ said, “The Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him M toyou, and then you give me the news about my son. 
LoS ce Lu KR En people and we don't have the Ж Fe went to the Messenger of Allah and told him what 

f wherewithal to feed them.” 

SS | +. d 7 hadhappened. The Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless 
© She answered confidently, "O Abu Talha, Allah and His 2 fs Em Wi an him peace k “May Allah o" both of 
Prophet know best. Surely, Allah will not shame you in tu 1 you in the night spent by би " y i 

front of your guests, for you are spending from your f p imm Sulaim became pregnant with "Abdul h. E 
co ET eet. ao ee lah, seein 4 M —oso.shewas present on te Day of Hunain. She s y 
rs =P сазаге. " р brave and carried a dagger about her waist even thou rh 
n that note, Abu Talha left, contentment and relief in K; p she was pregnant. Abu Talha said to the Prophet „a 


his heart, to greet the Prophet and his other guests. The 
Prophet and Abu Talha soon came back to Umm Sulaim 
and the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, said, "Bring me what you have, O Umm Sulaim." 
She gave him what food she had and the Prophet, may 


Messenger of Allah, Umm Sulaim has a dagger." Umm 
Sulaim, "O Prophet, I brought this dagger so that if any 
idolator comes near me, I'l] stab him in his stomach. I'll 
kill those who flee from you as you kill those who are 
fighting you, and that is what they deserve." The Pro- 
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Allah bless him and рга’ iı peace, prayed to Allah to (i 5 1 phet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, said, “O 
bless it. Then they gave 3: 7:35sion to the people to en- f $ —UmmSulaim, surely Allah suffices.” 
ter group b roup Li nad all eaten. Next, the Ca ŻY 
E— coe т. Ir ‘od grant him peace, and (d 9 AbuTalha and Umm Sulaim were later accompanying (5 
his household ate. Yei, * had eaten, Umm Sulaim x М the Messenger of Allah on a journey. When the party = 
and Abu Talha still had food to give to their neighbours. $ y T Em cd ME j 
dd Ww | | cá ) 
Abu Talha апа Umm Sulaim had a son. Anas tells us 925 5 W bless him Ment him SAW еол AC 
that one day this son died. Umm Sulaim said to the mem- "d ОИЕ group: Abu Talha said, “О Lord, You $ 
ИА Z : 23 58 коом а love to go along with the Messenger of Allah = 
bers of her family, "Do not tell Abu Talha about his son (A B ton Te EE (үг along witłuhim when he (4 
until I tell him.” Abu Talha came home. She gave him Ус \ a. 


enters, and I have been detained as You see." In response 
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his supper, which he took and ate and he drank some } to this Umm Sulaim said, "Abu Talha, I do not feel (as (4 

water. She dressed and perfumed herself, which she had @ y much pain) as | was feelin g before. We can go on.” So k a 

said, "Abu Taiha, зоте people borrow somethingkom (QB ОШОЛ. о. d 
й E Y T adinan an was born. . 5 

another family and then they ask for its return, would 23 M Anas said, “My mother said to me, ‘Anas, none should we 

they resist its return?” He said, “No.” She said, "I'm tell- LS Û suckle him until you go tothe Messenger of Allah, may — 7; 
: ing you about the death of your son." He was annoyed к SAEED E n SEIS 
2 E e ES MEE NEEN УА Бэ FOI Foz Fes ENS 
à б T ел йа; 
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| Allah bless him and grant him peace, tomorrow morn- ( 9 
ing. And when it was morning I carried the baby and (A 
went with him to the Messenger of Allah. He said, may A 


— 
EW 


Allah bless him and grant him peace, ‘This is perhaps 


the one Umm Sulaim has given birth to.’ I said, ‘Yes.’ I me 
brought the child to him and placed him in his lap and CY 
the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant M 


2 


m2 


him peace, asked that “Ajwa dates of Madinah be brought 
and he softened them in his mouth. When these had be- 
come palatable, he placed them in the mouth of the baby. 
The baby began to taste them. So the Messenger of Allah, 
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, said, See what 
love the Ansar have for dates.' Then he wiped his face 
and named him ‘Abdullah.” 
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Umm Sulaim was an example of courage, faith, con- 
tentment, and wisdom in all spheres, whether on the bat- SS 
tlefield of war or in everyday life. The Messenger oi 
Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, said 
about her, “I entered Paradise and heard the noise of 
steps. I asked, ‘Who is it?’ They said, ‘She is Ghumaisa, 
the daughter of Milhan, the mother of Anas ibn Malik.’” 
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